addressing audiences of white people: " Let me free your
minds, if I can, from possible fear and apprehension in two
directions: the Negro in this country does not seek, as a
race, to exercise political supremacy over the white man,
nor is social intermingling with any race considered by the
Negro to be one of the essentials to his progress. You
may not know it, but my people are as proud of their
racial identity as you are of yours, and in the degree that
they become intelligent, racial pride increases. I was
never prouder of the fact that I am classed as a Negro than
I am to-day. ... I can point you to groups of my
people in nearly every part of our country that in intelli-
gence and high and unselfish purpose of their school and
church life, and in the purity and sweetness of their home
life and social intercourse, will compare favorably with the
races of the earth. You can never lift any large section of
people by continually calling attention to their weak
points. A race, like a child in school, needs encourage-
ment as well as chastisement/'

In his address before the annual session of 1914 of the
National Negro Business League at Muskogee, Oklahoma,
Mr. Washington made the following remarks which are
typical of his points of chief emphasis in addressing his own
people: "Let your success thoroughly eclipse your short-
comings , We must give the world so much to think and talk
about that relates to our constructive work in the direction
of progress that people will forget and overlook our failures
and shortcomings. . . . One big, definite fact in the di-
rection of achievement and construction will go farther in
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